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Banim, less fortunate, though perhaps more successful,
had no such refuge open to him; he had a wife and children,
and must live where he could best earn in the only way at
his command. Even this was rendered impossible by failing
health, and in 1829 he was ordered to France. By 1830,
in his thirty-second year, he wrote of himself as " a paralysed
man walking with much difficulty/' and two years later
he was forced to appeal for public help. He claimed for
himself that at twenty-five he was " known at least as a
national novelist, even though of a humble order/' and
that since then he had written twenty successful novels and
five successful dramas/'
Help came : in 1835, when he and his wife, also an
invalid, returned to Ireland, a benefit performance was
given for them at the Theatre Royal in Dublin, and at
Kilkenny the novelist was welcomed with an address from
the citizens ; further, a pension of ^150 a year helped
through the remaining years of his crippled existence rill
it ended in 1842. Till the last, he and his brother contrived
to issue in collaboration Tales of the O'Hara Family.
Gerald Griffin had died in 1840; but had gradually
ceased to write or at least to publish, from a growing sense
that desire for literary fame was not compatible with a truly
religious life, for after a period of scepticism he had returned
with fervour to his Catholic faith, and finally, in 1838,
decided to enter a monastic life, but not one of con-
templation. He joined the lay order of Christian Brothers
founded for the purpose of educating the children of the
poor. After two years' happy service with them, he caught
typhus fever and died within a few days.
During this period of his life he abstained altogether
from writing, and before he entered upon it, made a
general destruction of his manuscripts. The best known
of all his work, the song " Eileen Aroon," was recovered
from some scraps overlooked. Oddly enough, however.